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The 46th President: Joe Biden takes 
charge at a perilous moment for 
America — bringing experience and 
empathy to a job he has long sought. 
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Madam Vice President: Kamala Harris 
makes history today, becoming the 
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first Asian American vice president. 
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lie ahead 


Trial, Democrats’ agenda 
loom; McConnell directly 
blames Trump for riot 
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Group at riot allegedly plotted to storm Capitol 


BY SPENCER S. Hsu, 
Tom JACKMAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


Self-styled militia members 
from Virginia, Ohio and other 
states made plans to storm the 
U.S. Capitol days in advance of the 
Jan. 6 attack, and then communi- 
catedin real time as they breached 
the building on opposite sides and 
talked about hunting for lawmak- 
ers, according to court documents 
filed Tuesday. 


COURT FILING OUTLINES COMMUNICATIONS 


New allegations against three military veterans 


While authorities have charged 
more than 100 individuals in the 
riot, details in the new allegations 
against three U.S. military veter- 
ans offer a disturbing look at what 
they allegedly said to one another 
before, during and after the attack 
— statements that indicate a de- 


gree of preparation and determi- 
nation to rush deep into the halls 
and tunnels of Congress to make 
“citizens’ arrests” of elected offi- 
cials. 

US. authorities charged an ap- 
parent leader of the Oath Keepers 
extremist group, Thomas Edward 


Caldwell, 66, of Berryville, Va., in 
the attack, alleging that the Navy 
veteran helped organize a ring of 
dozens who coordinated their 
movements as they “stormed the 
castle” to disrupt the confirma- 
tion of President-elect Joe Biden’s 
electoral college victory. 

“We have about 30-40 of us. We 
are sticking together and sticking 
to the plan,” co-defendant Jessica 
Watkins, 38, an Army veteran, 
said while the breach was under- 
way, according to court docu- 


ments. 

“You are executing citizen’s ar- 
rest. Arrest this assembly, we have 
probable cause for acts of treason, 
election fraud,” a man replied, ac- 
cording to audio recordings of 
communications between Wat- 
kins and others during the incur- 
sion. 

“We are in the main dome right 
now. We are rocking it. They are 
throwing grenades, they are frick- 
ing shooting people with paint 

SEE CAPITOL ON A12 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND PAUL KANE 


Outgoing Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell made 
his most definitive break yet with 
President Trump on ‘Tuesday 
while the leader of the incoming 
Democratic majority laid out an 
ambitious agenda for the open- 
ing weeks of the Biden adminis- 
tration, signaling a dizzying 
changing of the guard in Wash- 
ington. 

McConnell (R-Ky.) for the first 
time directly blamed Trump for 
the lethal Jan. 6 assault on the 
Capitol. “The mob was fed lies,” 
he said in his final floor speech 
closing out six years as majority 
leader. “They were provoked by 
the president and other powerful 
people.” 

Sen. Charles E. Schumer 
(D-NY.) outlined a rapid-fire 
agenda for the coming weeks that 
includes confirming Cabinet 
nominees, approving trillions in 
additional pandemic aid and bar- 
ring Trump from holding office — 
despite an uncertain road map in 
the 50-50 Senate, which is strug- 
gling even to adopt its basic rules. 

Schumer is set to move from 
minority leader to majority lead- 
er on Wednesday, when the Sen- 
ate meets shortly after the inau- 
guration of President-elect Joe 
Biden and Vice President-elect 
Kamala D. Harris, who will tip 
the chamber toward Democrats 
with her tie-breaking vote. 

“The next several months will 
be very, very busy and a very 

SEE SENATE ON A15 


Nearing exit, 
Pence rises 
as de facto 
president 


With Trump seemingly 
unwilling, even more 


tasks fall to his No. 2 


BY ASHLEY PARKER 


On Thursday, Vice President 
Pence visited the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency for a 
briefing on inauguration security. 
On Sunday, he flew to Fort Drum, 
NY., where he thanked the troops 
for “the privilege of serving with 
you as vice president.” 

And on Wednesday, he will 
attend the swearing-in of Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden — taking the 
place of President Trump, who is 
refusing to participate in the 
transition of power and will in- 
stead be en route to his private 
Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, 
Fla. 

Pence, in many ways, has long 
been the historic picture of a 
Republican president in the 
Trump era — conservative, seem- 
ingly imperturbable and, perhaps 
most important, distinctly not 
Trump. 

And now, in the waning days of 
the Trump administration, Pence 
is occupying the role of pretend 
president, executing the tasks 
and responsibilities of the presi- 
dency — some ceremonial and 
historic, others urgent and practi- 

SEE PENCE ON A13 
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A somber turn toward the presidency 


After emotional farewell in Delaware, Biden opens inaugural proceedings by memorializing 400,000 lost to virus 


BY MATT VISER 
AND ANNIE LINSKEY 


President-elect Joe Biden opened his inau- 
gural commemorations Tuesday evening by 
honoring the 400,000 Americans who have 
died in the coronavirus pandemic, marking the 
final hours before his swearing-in with a 
somber reminder of the struggles facing the 
nation he will lead Wednesday. 

Biden, returning to Washington for the first 
time since winning the election, presided over 
the first national mourning event amid the 
pandemic, and it set the tone for an inaugura- 
tion that will be marked with more solemnity 
than jubilation. 

Lanterns surrounding the Reflecting Pool 
next to the Lincoln Memorial shone to repre- 
sent the dead, and buildings across the nation 
lit in a united effort to honor those lost. As the 
sun set with vibrant tangerine hues over a 
largely desolate, security-conscious down- 
town, Biden explicitly called on Americans to 


TOM BRENNER/REUTERS 
President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, top, depart an event 
Tuesday for covid-19 victims. Vice President-elect Kamala D. 
Harris and her husband, Doug Emhoff, above, joined them. 


Confirmation hearings: Haines, Austin, Yellen, 
Blinken and Mayorkas face Senate. A8, A9, A25 


Tradition marches on: Marine Band, inaugural 
fixture since Jefferson, hopes to lift spirits. B1 


Robin Givhan: Joe Biden and Kamala D. Harris 
dress in a way that telegraphs unity. C1 


remember the victims and implicitly signaled 
the swift changes he would try to bring to the 
presidency. 

Four years after President Trump entered 
office talking about “American carnage” and 
insisting that “I alone can fix it,” Biden sought 
to project an optimism rooted in the possibili- 
ties of a country united and working together. 

“Between sundown and dusk, let us shine 
the lights in the darkness,” Biden said in brief 
remarks that left the images to speak louder 
than his words. “To heal, we must remember. 
It’s hard sometimes to remember, but that’s 

SEE BIDEN ON Al4 


BY PHILIP RUCKER, 
ASHLEY PARKER 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


President Trump spent his final 
full day in office Tuesday the same 
way he spent many of his 1,460 
prior days as president: brooding 
over imagined injustices, plotting 
retribution against perceived en- 
emies and seeking ways to maxi- 
mize his power. 

But the same pathologies that 
abetted Trump’s political rise, ani- 


Diminished, aggrieved and out of view 


As everything changes for Trump, he stays the same: On his final 
full day in office, effectively in hiding, a brooding president plots revenge 


mated his followers and became 
hallmarks of his turbulent single 
term have now, in the twilight of 
his presidency, left him a man 
diminished. 

In an indication of his wound- 


ed state, the president who took 
office determined to be omnipres- 
ent in American life, with daily 
and at times hourly appearances 
before the press corps, was almost 
entirely absent from public view 


as he prepared to vacate the 
White House on Wednesday 
morning. 

Trump has spent the past seven 
days effectively in hiding, apart 
from delivering a scripted fare- 


well address that his staff record- 
ed and released Tuesday after- 
noon. In the 19-minute speech, he 
acknowledged that his term as the 
45th president is concluding and 
declared, “We did what we came 

here to do and so much more.” 
Trump condemned the Jan. 6 
assault on the Capitol and said 
political violence “can never be 
tolerated,” though he did not ac- 
cept responsibility for his role in 
spreading misinformation that 
SEE TRUMP ON A10 
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